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Department: Live Life Outdoors, Outdoor & Adventurous Education Team 

	RISK ASSESSMENT
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	Process/Activity:	Hillwalking 
	Location:    Bennachie
	Date: 6/5/2026

	Describe activity: 	 Hillwalk as part of residential programme 2026. Group to walk from Rowantree Car Park to Visitor Centre over Craigshannoch/ Oxen Craig/ Mither Tap.   Actual route followed depends on group progress & weather conditions.  Opportunities for teaching basic navigation with map & compass, local history and natural environment.
	
	



	Hazard
	Person/s Affected
	Risk
	Risk level before controls are in place (delete as appropriate)
	Control Measures
	Risk level after controls are in place
(delete as appropriate)

	Group Leader competence
	Staff
Participants
	Physical harm
	
	
	HIGH
	Leader to be Lowhills or Mountain Leader qualified with current outdoor first aid
Leaders have undertaken a visit to the area  
Ratio 1:8 max to include unqualified supporting staff
Leaders/staff PVG checked
First Aid kit, survival shelter, spare clothing, food & drink carried
Parent/Carer consent obtained
Medical & additional support needs known 
Next of Kin details available
Frequent head counts
Emergency procedures rehearsed
Mobile phone/ communication plan with Base Contact
	LOW  
	
	

	Ability of Group
	Staff
Participants
	Physical harm
	
	
	HIGH
	Ensure group have suitable clothing and footwear for the activity
Fitness levels assessed
Ratios adjusted appropriately for individual special needs
	LOW  
	
	

	Adverse weather
	Staff
Participants
	Hypothermia
Hyperthermia
Low morale
	
	
	HIGH
	Weather forecasts interpreted, and likely conditions assessed 
Remain alert to development of deteriorating conditions 
Ensure appropriate clothing
Contingency indoor/low level activity available
Carry spare/emergency kit for adverse conditions. Emergency Shelters carried

	LOW  
	
	

	Transportation
	Staff
Participants
	Serious Injury
	
	MED    
	
	Driver Midas trained
Minibus daily checks undertaken
All passengers to wear seatbelts
Clear expectations for behaviour on transport
Pupils monitored getting on & off minibus
	LOW  
	
	

	Insurance
	Staff
Participants
	Personal accident
Litigation
	LOW  
	
	
	All activities organised under Aberdeenshire council will be covered third party by the council insurers
	LOW  
	
	

	Walking
	Staff
Participants
	Low morale
Physical injury
Separation of team
Failure to keep on schedule
Tick bites
	
	MED    
	
	Carry adequate food, water and emergency provisions
Remind pupils to keep hydrated
Pupils to be made aware of need to stay together
Pupils to be aware of uneven, rocky or slippy ground conditions
Remain flexible in choice of route dependant on fitness & general progress.
Aware of escape routes Visitors Centre/Rowantree Car park 
Awareness of tick bites & the signs & symptoms of Lyme Disease. Advise on suitable clothing and removal techniques. See resources from Lyme Disease Resource Centre.  
First-Aid kit carried
Emergency plan agreed with the base link

	LOW  
	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk106185006]Document reviewed and updated. 
Date: 16/6/26
	I have read the above and I am satisfied that the control measures identified have been put in place. 
Name (Print) :     Signature:                                                                  Date: 

	Next review due
Date:   16/6/27
	A site specific risk assessment has been carried out for the planned activity and is appended to this document. 
Name (Print) :                                                         Signature:                                                                  Date:
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